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  Why Every Canadian Should Support Robust Christian Schools 

Over the last few months a number of groups have gone public with a call to defund 
independent schools. The reason given is always in support of public education. The 
argument is that independent schools take money from the public system resulting 
in poorer service for students in government run schools.   

Research in BC, however, reveals that if all funding was removed from independent 
schools, over 80% of the students in the schools would end up registering in local 
public schools. These students would only bring 30% of the funds that public school 
students currently get (if you add in capital costs with operational ones). The end 
result would be less money for every student, unless the government made a 
substantial increase in the budget. The point I am making is that the economic 
argument is the easiest to discount. 
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The healthiest countries allow 
its citizens to hold diverse 
values, values that are 
developed in educational 
institutions 

A statement was made a few weeks ago regarding independent schools in Ontario which must be countered. One of the 
spokespeople for defunding indicated that even though Ontario does not fund independent schools, there are more there 
than in Alberta. I wrote Mark Kennedy to get some current figures about independent schools in Ontario. Below is what he 
told me; 

According to ON Min of Ed stats from 2012: ς 963 Ontario private schools ς 126,000 students (as of 2014, 2,003,237 students 
attend ON publicly funded elementary and secondary schools). Clearly private school figures have increased since then, but 
not by a whole lot. So a ballpark figure of just under 1,000 private schools and fewer than 130,000 private school students 
would be more than fair. Population of ON in 2017 is 13,600,000 so private school students account for less than 1% of the 
pop. Of that number, about 35,000 attend evangelical (i.e. not Catholic or Anglican) Christian schoolsςǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ нр҈ ƻŦ 
private school students and 1.6% of all Ontario students. 

First of all, there are no large evangelical schools in Ontario (a school of 500 students is considered massive there). Secondly, 
the percentage of students in evangelical schools in both BC and AB is around 4% of the student population. Add to that 
number the students in alternate school programs in Alberta and it becomes clear that when government funds independent 
and alternate schools, many more families can afford this option. If our schools lost government support at least 60% of the 
students would leave for the public system because their families could not afford the tuition. 

This is one of the reasons we need to activate our school communities to reach out to local leaders, thank them profusely for 
supporting educational alternatives and encourage them to continue. 

More importantly, our schools play a crucial role in preserving freedom and democratic 
practices. Anywhere in the world that a country has an educational mono-system, 
where diversity of thought is stifled and only one set of values is promoted, there is a 
convergent lack of fully realized human rights. The healthiest countries allow its citizens 
to hold diverse values, values that are developed in educational institutions.    

In addition, when Christian education is one of those options, it has a tremendous 
influence on freedom throughout the country. In the article referenced below we learn that democracy follows missions (not 
all types though). Freedom comes when people live out the values of our Servant King, who came to be a captive and die as 
an ‘enemy of the state’, so we could take on a new citizenship in the ultimate country which will cover the earth soon 
enough. (http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/january-february/world-missionaries-made.html) 
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Canada needs robust Christian schools. Our schools do more good than even those 
of us who labor in them understand. Without a strong community of schools that 
present God’s view of the universe and humanity, we will find future children in 
places that increasingly stifle independent thinking and promote the power of the 
ruling authorities above all others. This will inevitably lead to unaccountable 
government, and there has never been an unaccountable government that has 
sought the best interests of its citizens.  

Even Jesus lived an accountable life and did not seek His interests but the interests 
of His Father and those He came to redeem. Education that reveals the glory of 
Christ develops people who are determined to bless others the way God has blessed 
them. They form the most humanitarian and functional communities on earth. 
Every person in Canada benefits from the presence of effective Christian schools. 
Let’s be prepared to defend them in a country that is forgetting the values that 
made it one of the best places to live on earth. If Canada is to continue being one of 
the freest countries on earth, it will be because of its tolerance for and support of 
Christian education. 

Events  

Find information and register for events on our website. The ACSI Events Calendar for 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 are posted 
on our Home page. 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/january-february/world-missionaries-made.html
http://www.acsiwest.org/events


Professional Development  

In keeping with our mission to enable Christian educators to effectively prepare students for life, ACSI offers professional 
development specifically designed to benefit teachers and administrators within our member schools. It is also a good 
opportunity to meet with colleagues and continue to build a support network for your school.  

Our Summer Institute for educators will be running July 3-7, 2017, at Pacific Academy in Surrey, BC. For more information or 
to register online visit our website. 
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Student Activities 

The foundation of a good life is both an understanding of God’s Word and a commitment to live in a way that reflects His 
character. The most important thing we can do is to equip our students, then give them a life-applicable understanding of 
the Word.   

Our annual Spring Musicale for Jr. and Sr. High choir and bands will be held May 11–May 12, 2017, at Prairie College in Three 
Hills, AB. For more information visit our website. 

Teacher Conventions 

Our Teacher Conventions are focused on ways to continually improve as Christian schools.  Brochures for all conventions will 
be sent to your schools. Check our website for more information or to register online: 

ACSI members go to my.acsi.org to join the Teacher Convention group on ConNEXUS for discussion and information. 

College Corner  

If any of our member colleges have an upcoming open house or other event that would be of interest to our students, please 
let our office know so that we can include the information in upcoming issues of the Communicator. 

Peace River Bible Institute Events 

eView—Come get a sneak peek into college life at PRBI! Experience Friday Night LIVE, Coffee House, Gym Activities, Dessert 
Social, the Classroom and much more. An absolutely FREE youth event on March 9–11, 2017, for Grade 10+. We offer a $500 
campus visit bursary to ALL who attend!  

REACH Travel Program—Want to REACH out and live your faith in different cultures? Expand your understanding of the 
impact Jesus is having around the world? The REACH Certificate is designed to lead you into a deeper faith through study as 
well as practical hands-on experience. Visit our website or call 1.780.568.3962 for more information.  

PRBI Campus Visits—Plan a campus visit that compliments your schedule and get the full picture of our campus and college 
life! To arrange for a campus visit, please email us or call 780.568.3962. 

  Prairie College Events 

Prairie College Personalized Visits—we will personalize your very own FREE campus visit and create a customized experience 
that will meet your needs. Our Admissions Office is open Monday–Friday from 9:00am–5:00pm all year round to serve you. 
For more information or to arrange a visit email us or call 1.800.661.2425. 

Prairie College Preview Days—FREE one-day events that allow a prospective student to experience a day in the life at Prairie. 
Preview Days include information sessions, campus tours, a demo Bible class, a chance to meet with Admissions staff, faculty, 
coaching staff and enjoy some Prairie hospitality. Preview Day dates are: Friday, March 10, 2017, or Saturday, April 8, 2017. 
To register visit our website.  
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  Vanguard College Preview Days or Personal Visits 

If you are interested in experiencing a day in the life of a Vanguard student, you have two options; you can come and have a 
personalized visit anytime during the school year, or you can come for one of our preview days in March.  It is free to attend 
and travel assistance is available.  Please contact Enrolment Services at 1.866.222.0808 or check out our website.  

http://acsiwest.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=147
http://acsiwest.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=129
https://safe.acsi.org/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ACSI&WebCode=LoginRequired&URL_success=http://my.acsi.org/netforumentsso/validate/sso?userToken=%7btoken%7d
http://www.prbi.edu/
mailto:admissions@prbi.edu
http://prairie.edu/Campus-Visits
mailto:admissions@prairie.edu
http://www.prairie.edu/
http://www.vanguardcollege.com/


  The King’s University Events 

Open House Events—Join us for our Open House Event on March 4, 2017, to see why students thrive at King’s. Take a tour. 
Talk with an Admissions Counsellor. Meet faculty and current students who are ready to answer your questions. Have your 
application fee waived when you apply at this event and enter to win a $1,000 tuition rebate. This is a drop-in event. No 
registration required. For more information, contact Admissions at 780.465.8334 or by email. See you there! 

King’s View Fridays (KVF)—King’s View Friday features a full day of sessions on admissions, financial aid, and student life. 
Students have the chance to sit in on classes, tour the campus, meet with Admissions staff, current King’s students and 
faculty. KVF is free of charge and includes a hot lunch. Students can also register to spend a night in residence. Upcoming KVF 
dates: March 24 and April 7. For a sample schedule and to register, please visit our website. Registration cuts off one week 
prior to the event. 

King’s Encounter Weekend (KEW)—Join us on campus for a full weekend and experience what being a King’s student is really 
like. Sit in on classes, ask our professors questions about the programs you’re interested in and talk to current students about 
their first year experience. Stay in our student residence and see what life will be like away from home. There is also an 
optional off-campus excursion to check out West Edmonton Mall or Whyte Avenue. Upcoming KEW dates: March 16–18. For 
a sample schedule and to register for this event, please visit our website. Registration cuts off one week prior to the event. 

Personal Visits—If none of the above-noted events work with your schedule, we can arrange for you to meet one-on-one 
with an Admissions Counsellor. Personal visits can be scheduled Monday–Friday between 9:00am and 4:00pm. Please 
contact Admissions at 780.465.8334 or by email to book an appointment. 

  Rosebud School of the Arts 

Rosebud School of the Arts is already accepting applications for September 2017. Check out our website for more details and 
our application form. Or contact our Recruitment Officer via email for more details. 

Be sure to like Rosebud Theatre & Rosebud School of the Arts on Facebook to keep in touch! 
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School News 

We would like to encourage you to email newsworthy information about your school to be included in this section of the 
monthly Communicator.   

  Alberta Youth Call 2 Prayer 

On February 15th, a group of 8 students, chaperones and AYC2P coordinator, Elaine 
Baillie, were on site at our Alberta legislature. Along with our small group, 4,200 staff 
and students from Christian schools across the province also committed themselves 
to pray for our Alberta Government leaders on that day. These students prayed 
during morning devotions, recess, at their flagpole and in special assemblies.  

The morning was filled with touring (and prayer walking) and praying for people and 
offices that we passed by. Later in the morning and before leaving the gallery over 
the chambers, I made a request asking if our students could take a few moments to 
pray for our government leaders. At that time a few MLA’s came into the chambers 
for a meeting and everyone was asked to exit. Our tour guide asked if our students 
could stay and pray and after gaining permission they gathered together and each led 
out in prayer for those who sat governing on the floor below.                                                                                                                       

A huge thank you to the 14 Christian schools from the Association of Christian 
Schools International and the Prairie Centre for Christian Education schools who 
participated and covered our leaders in prayer. James 5:16b “The prayer of the 
righteous is powerful and effective”.        
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mailto:admissions@kingsu.ca
http://www.kings.edu/
http://www.kings.edu/
mailto:admissions@kingsu.ca
http://www.rosebudschoolofthearts.com/
mailto:recruitment@rosebudschoolofthearts.com
mailto:bcoffice@acsiwc.org?subject=Communicator:%20School%20News


Global Outreach 

  School Global Outreach News 

One of the reasons our schools are so strong is because of their passionate concern for exalting Jesus among the nations. We 
will be highlighting your stories in the Communicator to encourage each other with how our schools are doing this. Please 
forward stories to our office from recent mission trips and/or mission projects if you would like to share what your school is 
doing in support of reaching the world for Christ.  

  School Mission Trips 

Many of our schools will be sending student groups on mission trips this year. Please send us your school name and the dates 
and destination of your trip so we can pray for you as you travel and spread God’s love around the world. 

  2016–17 Classrooms for Africa Project  

Each year ACSI Western Canada selects a project to support. For the 2016–17 school year 
ACSI Western Canada has decided to focus on raising funds for the Dust to Desk Project. This 
year’s goal is to provide 2,000 students with desks. The cost is $80 per desk (each desk seats 
4–5 students) or $800 per classroom.  The donations collected at the ACSI Teacher 
Conventions will go toward this goal. More information on this will be available at the 
conventions. To donate online go to www.classroomsforafrica.org/take-action. A 
promotional PowerPoint and a video are available for schools and teachers to use for their 
students and school communities. Please email us or check out our website for more 
information.  

  Classrooms for Africa—Teacher Tour: Summer 2017 

A team of educators is being put together who will travel to Uganda in July 2017 to conduct teacher training for teachers in 
Christian schools in that country. If you want more information or are interested in joining the team, please email us or check 
out our website for more information. 
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We Want to Serve You 

  What’s New in The Bookroom? 

This Spring we are expecting the release of the 2nd Edition 
of Math 5 & 6 to complete the revisions of Elementary 
Math!  The new Math 4-6 are softcover textbooks and will 
be priced lower that the current hardcover editions.  Visit 
our shared document site to download the FREE Sampler 
along with the  Catalogue and order form.  If you have any 
questions please call 604.851.6983 or email us at acsicanadabooks@gmail.com. 

  ACSI Canada Bookroom & ACSI BC Office  

ACSI Canada Bookroom  ACSI BC Office  

PO Box #211 Stn Matsqui  PO Box #211 Stn Matsqui 

Abbotsford, BC, V4X 3R2  Abbotsford, BC, V4X 3R2 

Ph: 604.851.6983 Fx: 604.357.5255  Ph: 604.851.6983 Fx: 604.357.5255 

Email: info@acsicanadabooks.com               Email: bcoffice@acsiwc.org 

         acsicanadabooks@gmail.com  

Check out the Bookroom website at acsicanadabooks.com for the latest prices and ordering information. Thank you for 
allowing us to continue to serve you. 
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http://www.classroomsforafrica.org/take-action
mailto:info@classroomsforafrica.org
http://www.classroomsforafrica.org/
mailto:info@classroomsforafrica.org
http://www.classroomsforafrica.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-Bi6jKRzNmOQkYzNXNhLThtWWc?usp=sharing
mailto:acsicanadabooks@gmail.com
mailto:info@acsicanadabooks.com
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Your Feedback is Important to Us! We welcome your feedback concerning this newsletter or any of the information in 
this newsletter. Please contact us with questions, comments, or suggestions by sending an email to 
acsiwcexdi@gmail.com. 

 

 

  Serve as a Teacher with Mission Aviation Fellowship of Canada  

Teachers are needed to provide an education for the school-aged children of MAF families and those of our ministry partners 
overseas. As a qualified teacher, you can play an essential role as part of a team seeking to share the love of Jesus Christ in 
remote areas.  MAF teachers provide quality instruction for the children of MAF missionaries, enabling families to serve in 
strategic locations where quality education is not otherwise available.  What’s more, many of our teachers also have an 
opportunity to provide Christian witness to the children of parents serving with non-Christian development agencies 
overseas and to the local people. MAF places teachers in a number of school settings all around the world, ranging from 
small one-room, multi-grade classrooms to larger, traditional accredited international schools. Teacher needs vary from year 
to year. If you have a Canadian Provincial or ACSI (Association of Christian Schools Int’l) teacher certification, you can qualify 
for a short or long-term role; the minimum commitment is one school year. Find out more at: 
https://www.mafc.org/recruiting/teachers 

  Professional Development for School Leaders 

Van Lunen Center: Executive Management in Christian Schools: a year-long professional development course.  For more 
information please visit their website, or contact Henry Contant, 778.808.7776. 
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  Keep Us Informed 

Please notify us ASAP of administrative changes (principals, heads of school, email addresses, addresses, phone numbers, 
and fax numbers) in your school. This is very important in helping us keep in contact with you.   

Contact Us 

 

ACSIWC Office   ACSI BC Office   

44 Willow Brook Drive NW, Airdrie, AB T4B 2J5                             PO Box #211 Stn Matsqui, Abbotsford, BC V4X 3R2 

Phone: 403.948.2332 Fax: 403.948.2395                                          Phone: 604.851.6983 Fax: 604.357.5255 

info@acsiwc.org    acsiwc.org    acsiglobal.org                                 bcoffice@acsiwc.org    

Executive Director—Phil Hills acsiwcexdi@gmail.com 

       

ACSI Canada Bookroom    

PO Box #211 Stn Matsqui, Abbotsford, BC V4X 3R2                      Assistant Regional Director—Cheryl Miller 

Phone: 604.851.6983 Fax: 604.357.5255                                         millersjc@gmail.com 

acsicanadabooks@gmail.com    acsicanadabooks.com             MB Consultant—Tim Reimer  timr@morweenaschool.org 

 

Unsubscribe—We hope that this newsletter is a valuable source of information for you and your school; however, if you 
would like to be removed from the email list, please send a request to info@acsiwc.org. 
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